The point of departure of this book is that the disciplines of international law and international relations are inexorably inter-linked. Neither can be understood properly in isolation. Like every legal system that operates in a specific societal system, international law functions in the international system. International law grows out of the international society: it reflects the particular character of this society, and it also affects the relationships among the actors in this system. At the same time, international law produces norms that influence, if not shape, the behavior of international actors.
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